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Renata Teixeira is a psychoanalyst practicing in Miami, Florida, under a license of Mental Health 
Counselor. She is a member of Lacanian Compass, New Lacanian School, and the World 
Association of Psychoanalysis. She works with children, adolescents, and adults, and has a 
particular interest in child and adolescent clinics and their contemporary issues related to 
hypermodernity and capitalism.  
 
Clinical Study Days 17-Scientific Committee (SC): What would you say to the teenagers of today 
about love? In your practice, how does love appear in the clinic of children and adolescents? 
Renata Teixeira: As Lacan teaches us in Seminar XXIII, “(man) makes love with his unconscious 
and nothing more…” (p. 108). My clinical experience with teenagers is that they know that they 
enjoy with their own bodies. This perspective can be exemplified by their use of the images of 
their bodies on social media: Tik-Tok videos, selfies, etc. It’s the jouissance of the One all alone, 
what Lacan refers to as “il y a de l’un”1  (there is something of the one) that is not attached to 
the Other. But, in analysis, when the unconscious dimension is approached, some teenagers 
experience anxiety in the confrontation with their own desires.  
 
Some American rap songs, listened to by generation Z, offer lyrics that exclude the dimension of 
desire and love. Their authors use expressions related to the “rawness” of sexuality, the 
jouissance of the virile organ, and the denigration of the Other sex, excluding the feminine 
dimension and its poetic aspect. This maneuver seems to be an attempt to annihilate the fear of 
confronting castration. Furthermore, we observe teens who try to fill the hole of the sexual 
non-rapport with excessive use of images on social media platforms and online pornography. 
Their attempts are usually excessive and lead them to an excess of jouissance that excludes 
romantic encounters.        
 

1 Lacan, J. “Joyce the Symptom” (1975), trans. A.R. Price, The Lacanian Review 5, pp. 13-18.  



CSD17-SC: In the era of the equality of the sexes, where we have come from mother and father 
to the category of “parent” and from husband and wife to the category of “partner,” do you 
think sexual difference still plays a part in the experience of love?  
Renata Teixeira: Working with children, I am aware of the signifier “parent” replacing the 
duality father-mother. In my singular practice, I notice that sometimes female-parents question 
their partners’ parental function. Usually, in these cases the mother does not occupy a function 
of being the object cause of desire for her partner.  My clinical question is thus related to a 
“père-version,” the singular way in which a parent has his partner as an object cause of his 
desire.  
 
The child experiences anxiety reflected by the dysfunction of being the product of parental love. 
In these cases, symptoms of Attention Deficit Disorder and/or Hyperactivity usually are not 
caused by a neurological dysfunction, but are instead a reflection of the anxiety the child 
experiences when confronted with the couple’s dysfunction. Jacques Lacan, in his text, “Note on 
the Child,” refers to the possible outcomes for the child: being the object of the mother’s 
fantasy in cases of psychosis, or the symptom of the couple in the cases of neurosis. From this, 
we can infer how the lack of love between parents could impact the symbolic place of the child 
in the family. Beyond the question of the Name-of-the- Father, the question of love between the 
parents is intrinsic to the outcomes for a child in life.     
 


